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 PIE-THROWER ADMITTED 
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* By JAMES DOYLE 
Star Stall Writer 
The radical press has gained 
f* first foothold in the Washing- 
t 


on journalism establishment. 


“Thomas King Forcade, a “re- 
volutionary”” who once threw a; 
pie in the face of the member of! 
the U.S. Commission on Obsceni-: 
ty and Pornography, has been 
admitted to the Ilouse and Sen- 
ate press galleries as Washing- 
fon correspondent of the Under- 
ground Press Service (UPS). 
Forcade’s application to be- 
come an accredited congres- 
sional correspondent caused 
weeks of anguished debate 
among reporters on Capitol Ilill, 


“Approved 3 to 2 


“wit was quietly approved Thurs- 
‘day by’ a 3 to 2 vote of the | 
Standing Committee of Corre- 
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‘At least one reporter who was 
present. that day, Allan W, 
Cromley of the Daily Oklaho- 
man, offered to testify against { 
Forcade for the standing com- 
mittee. a 

Another reportey, Luther 
Houston of !ditor and Publisher! 
magazine, objected to accredit- 
ing Forcade because, he said, in 
a meeting of a journalistic fra-| 
ternal society in San Diego For- 
cade threw a glass al the press 
table, 


; Group Assailed | 

In July, Forcade put out a! 
statement calling the standing 
committee ‘a group of puppet 4. 
journalists,” and offered a se- 
ries of press clippings about 
himself as his “credentials” {7 
accreditation, 


The Village Voice said of him; | S00 of the Scripps-Howard News- 
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Harwood, assisting managing 
editor of the Washington Post, 
and from Nicholas Von Hoff- 
man, a Post columnist, 

Ired P.-.Graham, Supreme 
Court reporter for the New York 
Times and a founding member 
of a reporters’ committee on 
freedom ci tie press, chee ac- 


-companied Foreade to session 


with the members of the stand- 


Two Voted No 


Two of the five members, 
Chairman Frank Hewlett of the 
Salt Lake Cily Tribune nd Sam 
Hanna, correspondent ‘for a. 
string of Southern and Midwest: 
ern newspapers, voted against 
Foreade, 

The three younger members of 
the committee (all in their 40s) 
voted to grant accrediation, rot-| 
ing that the tradition has been to 
accept candidates on gcod faith 


lif tocy mect the basic qualifica- 


tions, They are Dan K. Thomas-| 


paper Alliance, Steven Gerstel 


‘eation from ‘the office of Rep.: 
i3ella Abzug, D-N.Y.; Richard: 


jing commiliec to vouch for him, 
| 


spondents of ‘the US. |“Forcade is a rare and mysteri- 6 : : 

Congress--five who are elected’ ous figure on the- left. At Limes jo United _Press International | 

by their colleagues to oversee jhe seems like a shadowy outlaw) 89d Marjorie Hunter of the New | 

press rules for the Capitol, Jon inexplicable missions, Other , York Times, | 
Unlike the executive and judi-jtimes he is an above ground; The standing committee still 

‘cial branches, Congress has tra- spokesman and writer for theicould be overruled by the Rules « 

ditionally allowed newsmen | underground press and the Committees of Congress, 

themselves to rule upon who is|White Panthers . .. one of the 

qualified to work in the press |few people in the left who has 

galleries, to use the free tacili-|enough skill and intelligence to 

ties and to have access lo the} outwil the hip capitalists at’their 

hearing rooms and inner corri-j own media games.”. . 

dors of the Congress. i All of this, plus complaints " 
Forcade’s status, most of the | about the level of reliabie re- i: 

participants in the controversy | porting in the radical press, fi- : 

say, stems not from his connec- {nally was disregarded by a ma- 

‘ion with unorthodox newspa- jority of the standing committee 

ders. Rather, they say, it is For-| as irrelevant to their measure- 

, ade_himsclf and his past action] ment of his qualifications. 


-Wwhich brought angry denuncia- 
fions and strong defenses frora 
accredited journalists, - 

Incident Recalled. 


- During a meeting of the US. 
Nommission on Obscenity and 


Pornography in the spring of}! 


1970, Forcade, then 27, showed | 
up as a star wilness against the} 
very idea of such a commission, 
He identified himself as a cler-| 
gyman, -testified in a series of | 
expletives, then pulled a cream 
pic from a box and hit Commis- 
sioner Otto Larsen in the face 
with it. He was not arrested, 
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Qualifications Debated 


But. .for several weeks there 
was a good deal of discussion: 


‘}about whether Foreade met the 


technical qualifications of mem- 
besrhip--which are broad, but 
have in the past been used to 
deny accreditation to some dis- 
tinguished newsmen. amane 
them I, F'. Stone, who publishes: 
a leftwing biweekly newsistiry. | 
and Seymour Hersh, freclancs 
reporter who broke the story of 
tue My-Lai massacre, 

During the weeks the matter 
was being discussed, members 
of the standing committee re- 
eelved inquiring phone calls 
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